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COUNCIL MINUTES 

Suburban Library Cooperative 

May 14, 2026 
 

I. The meeting was called to order by McKinney at 9:35 a.m.at the Roseville Public Library. 
  

 Present:  Bond (Eastpointe), Guyman (Harper Woods) calling in from Harper Woods, Kammer (Lois Wagner), 
Valyi-Hax (MacDonald), Harvey (Roseville), Ester (Shelby Twp.), Dumas (Troy) calling in from Troy, 
McCarville (Warren), McKinney (SLC), Frezza (SLC) and Linsday (SLC). 

 

 Absent:  Crocker (Armada), Johnson (Center Line), Magness-Eubank (Chesterfield), Neal (Clinton-Macomb), 
McDowell (Fraser), Goins (Harrison Twp.), Bogaert (Lenox), Bowman (Mount Clemens), 
DeMeulenaere (Ray Twp.), Meeker (Romeo), Fair (St. Clair Shores), Turgeon (Sterling Heights) and 
Francis (Utica). 

 

 Guests: Brendan Pierce from Growing Libraries calling in from London, England. 
 

II. Approval of the Agenda. 
The agenda was amended to add item IV.G. Delivery. Bond made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, 
supported by Valyi-Hax. Motion Carried 
 

III. Approval of the Minutes. 
The April 9, 2026 minutes were approved on a motion by Valyi-Hax, supported by Kammer. Motion Carried. 

 

IV. Cooperative Business 
A. Presentation – Brendan Pierce from Growing Libraries 

Brendan Pierce was introduced and then he spoke about the platform Growing Libraries.  This program, connected 
to the ILS can create custom reports about library card patrons and how to target potential library patrons in a 
variety of ways. It uses real time demographics to create reports to inform and educate the public about the value of 
libraries. Kathy can get pricing for individual libraries who are interested. Pricing is based on a library’s service 
population. 
  

B. Automation System 

Polaris has fixed the issues for the text notifications. Please alert SLC staff if you notice they are not working 
correctly going forward. 

 

C. EnvisionWare Cloud Nine Migration Update 

The Board approved the EnvisionWare Cloud Nine migration and we are now on the list for this upgrade. It will 
probably be sometime late summer before the migration will be complete. Utica has also agreed to be part of our 
group. 
  

D. Databases – Newsbank, Tutor.com 

Tutor.com is an underused database and Newsbank would be a possible replacement as a group purchase 
database. The quote we received puts the costs similar to what we are currently paying for Tutor.com. We still have 
one more year on our contract with Tutor.com, when that expires we can get updated pricing for Newsbank. We 
would also have to reassess our Virtual Library Card program with the schools as that is one of the ways schools 
see as value to participating in that program. 

 

E. Staff/Board of Trustees In-Service Day 

The next staff/board of trustee’s in-service day will be October 12th. There will be a presentation about AI in the 
morning. Still working out the location and if this will be a half day or full day event. Thank you to the libraries who 
responded to the email survey. 

         

F. Director Meetings 

Kathy would like to start meeting with individual directors on a one on one basis. She will be sending out calendar 
evites so these meetings can be added to her schedule. 

  
G. Delivery 

Delivery is going well and there are no issues at this time. However, our contract with RO Logistics expires at the 
end of September, 2026, the Council suggested doing an RFP and going out for bid, to see what other options are 
available.  
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V. Announcements/Concerns: 
A. Advocacy –Everyone 
MLA Advocacy Day went well with library directors and staff meeting with their local representatives. ALA will be June 
25 – 29 in Chicago.  

 

VI. Member Libraries’ Announcement/Concerns: 
Thank you to the Roseville Public Library for hosting today’s meeting. Kathy met with representatives for MeL and they 
will be purchasing Libby for non-fiction only. Please send Kathy any non-fiction genre’s or titles you think should be 
included in this purchase. 
 

MPL: Asked about policies when receiving damaged books/materials during delivery. Libraries should not be checking 
out these items to fill holds, but should be sending them back to the owning library with notification that the item is 
damaged.  
 

SBL: Katie mentioned a class action suit in California regarding Hoopla violating the library’s privacy act. She will 
forward the West Law article to the directors. 

  

VII.  Public Participation 
None 

 

VIII.  Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 

IX.  Next meeting date: The next meeting will be June 11, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. at the Mount Clemens Public Library.  
       


