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SUBURBAN LIBRARY COOPERATIVE
44750 Delco Blvd
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313
(586) 685-5750

COUNCIL MINUTES

Suburban Library Cooperative
August 13, 2026

The meeting was called to order by McKinney at 9:31 a.m.at the Suburban Library Cooperative.

Present:  Crocker (Armada) calling in from Armada, Johnson (Center Line) calling in from Center Line, Magness-
Eubank (Chesterfield) calling in from Chesterfield, Neal (Clinton-Macomb), Bond (Eastpointe),
McDowell (Fraser) calling in from Fraser, Guyman (Harper Woods), Bogaert (Lenox) calling in from
New Haven, Kammer (Lois Wagner) calling in from Richmond, Valyi-Hax (MacDonald), DeMeulenaere
(Ray Twp.), Meeker (Romeo), Harvey (Roseville), Ester (Shelby Twp.) calling in form Shelby Twp., Fair
(St. Clair Shores), Turgeon (Sterling Heights), Dumas (Troy) calling in from Troy, McKinney (SLC),
Frezza (SLC) and Linsday (SLC).

Absent: Goins (Harrison Twp.), Bowman (Mount Clemens), Francis (Utica) and McCarville (Warren).

Approval of the Agenda.
Meeker made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, supported by Fair. Motion Carried

. Approval of the Minutes.

The June 11, 2026 minutes were approved on a motion by Turgeon, supported by Harvey. Motion Carried.

Cooperative Business

A. Advisory Council Meeting Dates
The 2026-27 Advisory Council meeting dates were approved with the following libraries agreeing to host: St. Clair
Shores will host the November 12, 2026 meeting; Eastpointe Library will host the March 11, 2027 meeting; Harper
Woods Library will host the April 8, 2027 meeting; Ray Twp. Library will host the May 13, 2027 meeting; and Romeo
District Library will host the August 12, 2027 meeting. If any other libraries would like to host an Advisory Council
meeting, please contact Kathy. All other Advisory Council meetings will be held at the Suburban Library
Cooperative.

B. OverDrive Proposed Increase
Meeker made a motion to approve an additional 15% increase over the 50% increase allocated for content credit
from the previous year. The amounts libraries will be billed is based on the number of checkouts and they will be
invoiced sometime in September 2026. The motion was supported by DeMeulenaere. Motion Carried. Bond
(Eastpointe), Guyman (Harper Woods), Valyi-Hax (MacDonald) and Fair (St. Clair Shores) Voted No.

C. Travel and Conferences Policy
Bond made a motion to recommend the Travel and Conferences Policy as presented to the Suburban Library
Cooperative Board. The motion was supported by Valyi-Hax. Motion Carried.

D. Preliminary Budgets
The directors had questions about group purchase databases and the other projects line items in the General Fund
Budget and Staff User Fees in the Proprietary Fund Budget. The directors also asked if the Cooperative kept any
statistics on the Ancestry database usage. Kathy will be meeting with other Cooperative Directors and a
representative from RIDES to discuss transparency in their billing practices. The final 2025/26 budgets and 2026/27
budgets will be on the September 2026 Advisory Council and Board agendas.

Announcements/Concerns:

A. Advocacy —Everyone
Claire Meeker has been named chairperson of MLA advocacy committee. MLA Advocacy Day will be May 4, 2027.
This year’'s MLA annual conference is in Novi from October 28 — 30.

Member Libraries’ Announcement/Concerns:
EPL: The library’s millage renewal was approved on the Aug. 4™ ballot.

FRA: The library’s board voted on and approved a plan on the work on the old library building, starting with the first
floor. Construction may begin sometime next year.

MPL: The city bought the old Rite Aid building in town with plans to move the city offices to that location.

ROG: After delays due to permits, the library renovations have started. The library will be closed for two weeks to move



an electric transformer, lines, etc. The completion date is sometime in June 2027.

SCS: The library is now expected to reopen sometime in September of this year. The city is having an open house for
the new police and fire facilities on Oct. 3.

VII. Public Participation
None

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:01

VIIl.Next meeting date: The next meeting will be September 10, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. at the Suburban Library Cooperative.
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